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�� derive great inspiration from the vision and commitment that landowners bring to conservation efforts in 
our region. In my four years working in the land trust community, I have been amazed by the number of 

landowners who provide bargain sales or outright donations of the land they love. These reduced values not 
only make it more feasible for a nonprofit land trust to acquire property, but in most cases the donated land 
value can leveraged dollar-for-dollar as essential matching funds to meet State and Federal grant requirements. 
 

In the case of Curtis Point, a deep bargain sale applied as match toward a $1 million North American Wetlands 
Act (NAWCA) grant. "My wife and I, in keeping with our family's tradition of supporting conservation efforts 
through donation of property, are proud to have contributed in some small way to the preservation of the 
Maine Coast”, said Phil Schenck following closing. Landowners get excited knowing that they can help the 
land trust by selling at a lower price, getting a charitable deduction on their taxes, and also leveraging the do-
nated value. As you can see, these conservation-minded sellers become essential partners in securing funding.  
 

Since 2009, DCC has received six bargain sales or outright gifts of land. We worked with our conservation 
partners to convert these donations as matching funds to raise more than $2.5 million in State and Federal 
grants for land protection Downeast. In  addition, we have a $1 million NAWCA grant pending for Cobscook 
Bay and the Orange River watershed and we plan to submit a $1 million NAWCA proposal in early 2011 for 
Phase II of the Heads of the Estuaries Partnership which covers an area from Steuben to Cutler.  
 

The gifts of these generous landowners provide us with beautiful places to recreate and also protect working 
landscapes, critical wildlife habitat, open space, and community resources. These folks join with many like-
minded people across the nation to drive grassroots conservation that is the foundation of land trust work. 
 

We are so blessed by our landscape and by the commitment of those who love it and wish for the special 
places and productive lands to remain a public resource for future generations. ��� �  
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�� owneast Coastal Conservancy facilitated more than 30 scholarships this year for area youth to attend 
summer environmental camps at The Greenland Point Center in Princeton and the University of Maine 

at Machias. Funding for these scholarships came through an anonymous foundation grant and also using DCC 
member funds received through our Annual Appeal. We are convinced that enabling young people from our 
community to access these formative experiences in the natural world is an investment in its future leaders. 
 

The Maine Environmental Summer Session for Youth (MESSY) is a summer camp at UMM for students in 
grades seven through nine. At MESSY, the campers engage in hands-on learning focused on environmental 
stewardship and sustainability. The Greenland Point Center promotes healthy lifestyles and environmental 
stewardship by providing children and adults, including those with disabilities, with a natural setting and pro-
grams that teach outdoor skills, leadership, ethics, and alternatives to substance abuse. 
 

In addition to the scholarships, DCC continues its collaboration with the EdGE program of the Maine Seacoast 
Mission by offering our properties as outdoor classrooms and providing volunteer and staff instruction. We are 
now reaching out to new partners across the region to develop ways to connect more youth to conservation 
projects such as trail building and maintenance, plant identification, outings, GPS mapping, and more. ��� �  
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�� elicious food, fantastic music, perfect 
weather, and great company at Roque 

Bluffs State Park — one of the most beautiful 
spots in Downeast Maine — made for a won-
derful event this year. If you made it out, 
thanks for spending the afternoon with us!  It’s 
a great opportunity to catch up with all the 
members, volunteers, and staff, and meet new 
people. Thanks to the picnic volunteer team for 
your energy! 
 

Don’t miss out on next year’s Annual Meeting 
& Picnic. Mark your calendar for August 7, 
2011 and save the date! ��� �  
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�� ince our last newsletter we completed 3 important conservation projects 
and we are scheduled to complete another four projects before year-end.  
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"������ (���� ��� #	��)��*� DCC received an anonymous donation of a 5 acre 
parcel at Pigeon Hill which complements the existing preserve and brings its 
total to 172 acres. The donation was made in memory of Robert S. Cutler so 
that there will forever be a place for him in the land he so loved.  
 

��
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���	��*� Philip Schenck and Maryalice Widness gave 
a deep bargain sale to help protect this property located at the head of Curtis 
Creek in Flat Bay. This scenic headland has also been historically used as 
shoreland access for clamming and hunting which will continue under DCC. 
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���	��*� DCC, Maine Coast Heritage Trust 
(MCHT) & Pleasant River Wildlife Foundation (PRWF) partnered to fund 
Downeast Salmon Federation’s protection of this smelt fishing access site. 
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���!*� DCC partnered with 
MCHT, the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Moosehorn 
National Wildlife Refuge, the Nature Conservancy, and private funders on a $1 
million NAWCA proposal for Cobscook Bay and Orange River projects. At 
the time of this publication, our proposal had received initial federal review 
and was ranked 7th out of 45 projects nationwide. The partnership is exploring 
eight potential projects in anticipation of a final award in March 2011. 
 

(��!�� ��� 	��� 2�	��
���� +�����*� DCC plans to develop and submit a $1 
million NAWCA grant with the Heads of the Estuaries Partnership (MCHT 
and PRWF) for projects ranging from Steuben to Cutler. If successful, those 
funds would be available in late 2011 or early 2012.  ��� �  
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�� his year more than 40 volunteers have assisted us in completing conservation easement monitoring and 
other stewardship activities on our preserves. Stewardship volunteers have gone out to islands, into 

marshes and intertidal areas, or onto trails to help us make sure these properties are being used and managed 
according to the conservation values we uphold.  
 

It’s never too late to join Downeast Coastal Conservancy’s team of volunteer stew-
ards & monitors for field visits to one or more of our preserves and conservation 
easements. This is a great way to get out, see properties that your membership dol-
lars are helping protect, meet new people, and assist us in fulfilling our mission.  
 

While we are currently wrapping up our stewardship monitoring season for 2010, we 
will still be scheduling occasional stewardship activities into the late fall, and will be 
looking for those willing to lend a hand.  At Tide Mill Creek Preserve in Jonesboro, 
Professor Andrea Ednie’s outdoor recreation class at UMM will be working on bog-
bridging and a volunteer work day will be held on Saturday, November 13th from 
9:30am-3pm for anyone who wants to help out.  If you’d like participate in this 
event, email Heather Andrews at heather@downeastcoastalconservancy.org.   
 

We have many enjoyable stewardship activities lining up for 2011, so if you’re looking to get outside and 
work for a great cause, get in touch with us. DCC will provide training opportunities for stewardship volun-
teers who will help us plan and build new trails, spruce up old ones, install new property signs, and clean up 
marine debris from coastal and island properties. We are a small organization fueled by a dedicated group of 
volunteers. If you would like to get involved in any of these fun outdoor stewardship activities and be a part of 
caring for some of the most beautiful places in Downeast Maine, contact Heather Andrews at 
heather@downeastcoastalconservancy.org or (207) 255-4500.  ��� �  
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�� n November 2nd, Maine voters will go to the polls and vote on three ballot questions. Question 3 is a 
$9.75 million bond request that includes funds for land conservation, Maine’s State Parks, and working 

waterfront preservation. The question reads: 
 

Do you favor a $9,750,000 bond issue to invest in land conservation and working waterfront  
preservation and to preserve parks to be matched by $9,250,000 in federal and other funds? 

 

If passed, Question 3 would direct $7.5 million into the Land for Maine’s Future program, which for twenty-
three years has been at the heart of efforts to conserve the best Maine has to offer. This award-winning pro-
gram has protected more than 500,000 acres of wildlife habitats, farmland, and unique natural places through-
out the state. Working with towns and land trusts, LMF has helped acquire properties that both preserve 
Maine’s heritage and welcome access by the public. On four previous occasions Maine voters have approved 
LMF bond measures, including 63% of voters in 2007. 
 

In addition to supporting the LMF program, Question 3 will direct $1.75 million into the Working Waterfront 
Pilot Project, an effort that permanently protects coastal parcels important to Maine’s commercial fishing in-
dustry. The bond question also seeks to direct $500,000 to Maine’s State Park system. 
 

Downeast Coastal Conservancy received generous Land for Maine’s Future funding to help protect important 
places such as Mowry Beach, Salt Ponds, and the Pike Lands in Lubec; Pigeon Hill in Steuben; and Ingersoll 
Point and Tibbett Island in Addison as well as other area gems like the Bold Coast in Cutler protected by our 
conservation partners. These lands are open to the public for low-impact recreation and enjoyment. ��� �  
 

For more information on Question 3, please visit www.landformainesfuture.org or contact our office at (207) 255-4500. 

Pike Lands Coastal Cleanup 
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�� his has been a tremendous year full of educational events with Downeast Coastal Conservancy.  
Throughout the spring and summer, members and volunteers participated in more than 20 events held 

throughout Washington County.  We kayaked to the petroglyphs in Machias Bay, explored plant life with 
botanists on Tibbett Island, and cleaned up marine debris on beach and island shores.  We’ve sighted shore-
birds at Mowry Beach and hawks at Pigeon Hill, photographed the beauty of the landscape, and learned about 
natural history and wildlife on paddles and hikes.  By getting outdoors and onto the trail, beach, stream, or bay, 
we become better educated about the natural world around us, and more capable as stewards of this vital eco-
system that supports us and the wildlife we love. 
 

In a time when global environmental concerns can be overwhelming, it is heartening to know that there are 
people who are passing on their appreciation of nature and their commitment to protecting it for future genera-
tions.  Many sincere thanks go to the volunteers who shared their knowledge and passion to make this year of 
outings a great success: Etta Abrahams, Susan Aceto, Roger Clapp, Hoz Hosley, Donna Kausen, Marilee 
Lovit, Robert Miller, Jennifer Multhopp, Norm Richards, Rob, Jen, and Rick Scribner from Sunrise Canoe and 
Kayak, Carol Shloss, Craig Snapp, Helen Waite, and many others– thank you!   
 

2011 is already showing signs that it will be chock full of fun educational events.  Look for posts of upcoming 
group outings on our website, in future newsletters, on Facebook, or in your inbox.  If you are interested in 
sharing your skills with us on future trips, please email me at heather@downeastcoastalconservancy.org or call 
(207) 255-4500. We look forward to seeing you in these great outdoors!  ��� �  

Donna Kausen teaching botany on  
Tibbett Island Preserve. 

EdGE summer campers experiencing the fun of  
hiking and friendship with DCC. 

A young paddler at Beaver Meadow Brook in Milbridge 

Sea kayaking to the petroglyphs in Machiasport with  
Sunrise Canoe and Kayak. 
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��n early 2008, a consortium of governmental agencies, regional conservation organizations and local land 
trusts joined in a landscape-scale collaboration to protect the heart of the Downeast Coast of Maine. The 

Heads of the Estuaries Partnership Region extends along a largely undisturbed coastline from the Schoodic 
peninsula northeast to Machias Bay. Together, the partners are undertaking a series of projects over five years 
to preserve more than: 

· 25 miles of coastal wetland frontage 
· 5,000 acres of coastal uplands 
· 2,500 acres of intertidal and freshwater wetlands  
 
Now, roughly half way into the effort, the Partnership has 
made dramatic progress. Nearly 3,000 acres with more 
than 17 miles of frontage have already been acquired and 
protected by the partners or are under contract and funded 
for near term closings. Agreements with owners are in 
place to protect an additional 1,150 acres and five miles 
of frontage, and applications for the grants necessary to 
fund these purchases have already been submitted. 

In July 2009 the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Atlantic Coast Joint Venture recognized the Partnership’s suc-
cess in identifying high value estuarine habitats, negotiating with land owners for their long term protection 
and raising the funds necessary to acquire fee interest or conservation easements.  “The Heads of the Estuaries 
Partnership seems poised to quickly join the ranks of some of the ACJV’s most successful focus area partner-
ships in wetlands conservation, including areas like South Carolina’s ACE Basin, New Hampshire’s Great 
Bay and Maine’s Kenenbec Estuary.” 

The HEP partners elected to focus their efforts in five Priority Areas selected for their large pristine expanses 
of salt marshes and intertidal mudflats.  The uplands in these Priority Areas are covered in mixed growth forest 
and typically drain into the estuaries through a network of small streams, beaver flowages and other fresh wa-
ter wetlands.  The Priority Areas are: 

· Back Bay/Flat Bay  
· Pleasant Bay/Crowley Island 
· Mason Bay/Chandler River 
· Little Kennebec Bay 
· Machias Bay 
 
The varied and interconnected habitats of the Priority Ar-
eas support abundant shorebirds, waterfowl and wading 
birds as well as woodcock, grouse, songbirds and raptors, 
over 250 bird species in all.  A host of mammals, as well 
as amphibians, fish and other wildlife, all depend on the 
wetlands of these estuaries or their adjacent uplands.  Pub-
lic access on these lands remains critical for local resi-
dents who make their living from the sea and for both 
residents and visitors who enjoy coastal recreation. ��� �  
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�� eep your eyes peeled for brand new signs for public access preserves all 
around Washington County. Volunteers Peter Anderson and Tony Jans, along 

with the woodworking crew at the Downeast Correctional Facility, donated their 
time and skills to give us numerous great looking signs for DCC trailheads. The 
Pike Lands, Mowry Beach, Reynolds Marsh Overlook, Tide Mill Creek, Orange 
River Landing, Pigeon Hill, and Tibbett Island signs have all been donated and are 
either in place already or will be in the near future thanks to terrific volunteer work. 
Peter Anderson, Davis Pike, Ukey Santos, Craig Snapp, and Bill Waterhouse have 
taken the time and initiative to help us get these signs planted in the ground.  With 
more public access trails to be opening up soon, however, we will be looking to get 
more new signs made and put in place.  If you have some woodworking skills you 
would like to volunteer, or would like to lend a hand to do sign installation, email 
info@downeastcoastalconservancy.org, or call us at (207) 255-4500. ��� �  
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�� arly this summer, I had the privilege of spending a day with Randy Cross from 
the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.  For many years Randy has 

been conducting the Maine black bear monitoring program which was established 
in 1975 and expanded into eastern Maine in 2004 due to the need to better represent 
the bear population in this part of the state.  Through this bear study Randy seeks to 
attain an understanding of the number of bears entering the population to replace 
losses.  He looks for the differences in reproduction and survival between study ar-
eas, as well as within study areas over time, by weighing bears, counting heads in 
the dens, and monitoring survival and movement with the use of radio collars.   
 

Rich Bard is another wildlife biologist from the Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife who is an active member of Downeast Coastal Conservancy (DCC). Rich 
takes the scientific results of the work that he does out in the field, and shares the  
information he gains to help us make key decisions about how we can best work to 
protect some of the most important habitat in Washington County.  He and other IF&W staff conduct species 
assessment research, which includes animals that are threatened or endangered, and work to educate the public 
on how we can help those that are in decline make a comeback.  Along with the Maine black bear monitoring 
program, other species assessments they have been working on recently are for the American marten, Black 
Tern, fisher, Canada lynx, Peregrine Falcon, spotted turtle, and ringed boghaunter.  Working alongside DCC, 
IF&W helps provide the scientific basis of the land protection and management decisions we make.   
 

Collaborative partnerships are not only useful in working to protect critical habitat; they are essential.  As Rich 
puts it: “Although wildlife biologists have the tools to identify rare ecosystems or places that are important to 
rare species, like roosting habitat for migratory shorebirds, we have limited ability to actually protect those 
places.  Groups like the Downeast Coastal Conservancy are able to use that information to conserve some of 
the most valuable wildlife habitat in the region, benefitting both wildlife and people in the process.”  Rich ech-
oes the thoughts of many members when he goes on to say, “I know that alone I can’t do much to preserve 
these important habitats and open spaces, but by volunteering for and donating what I can afford to DCC, my 
efforts go a long way to making sure that Downeast Maine remains the beautiful gem that it is now.”   
 

By working with partners like Randy and Rich from MDIFW on management and conservation planning, 
Downeast Coastal Conservancy is able to provide focused habitat protection that helps to ensure that important 
species like the American black bear will be around for a long time to come.  ��� �  

Heather holding a yearling 
during the bear study with the 
Maine Department of Inland 

Fisheries & Wildlife. 
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	� ancy Nielsen came to conservation through a life-long love of nature.  
“I remember, when I was three or four, my father splitting open a 

hunk of coal (we burned coal then) to show me a fossil fern inside.  Later, 
he’d take me fishing and we’d look for animal tracks in the mud, or I’d 
watch birds while he fished.  In 5th grade, my science teacher took us to 
Thatcher Mountain [near Albany, NY] and showed us fossil clams – right 
on top! – and I realized Earth was more interesting, with more history, than 
I ever could have imagined.” 
 

Nancy’s love of the outdoors and nature led to teaching, first her own 
young children, and soon others.  Moving to Carlisle, MA in the early 
1960’s, she found herself teaching in the Junior Naturalist program at the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society’s Drumlin Farm Sanctuary, starting Junior 
Staff for older children, and founding Audubon Ark, a program that took animals unable to be released in the 
wild into classrooms and nursing homes, where people are often cut off from nature. 
 

Observing the destruction of many of her most cherished places as development and sprawl began to transform 
the Northeast, Nancy joined the Carlisle Conservation Commission, and, even before moving to Maine full-
time in 1980, added her voice to those opposed to oil refineries in Machiasport and Eastport.  Later, she fought 
proposals for tidal power, a coal-fired power plant and the Township 30 dump.  Meanwhile, her urge to teach 
found its outlet in the Audubon Expedition Institute, an experiential education program on which she served 13 
years on the board, 12 as President. 
 

Not content simply to oppose, Nancy helped found the Quoddy Regional Land Trust (QRLT) in 1987 to pro-
tect eastern Washington County’s most significant natural places.  She and her husband, Reinald, were 
QRLT’s first easement donors (Stone Man Farm in Lubec), and more recently gave the fee interest in this 
property while retaining life estates.  Seeing a need, they sold their land in Windsor, NY to buy and donate 
QRLT’s headquarters (now DCC’s Whiting Field Office). Nancy served on QRLT’s board from 1987-1995 
and 1998-2004, and was for many years its (unpaid) Associate Director. At 80, she remains committed to the 
Downeast Coastal Conservancy as it grows and thrives. 
 

Nancy’s attitude to nature and conservation is perhaps best summed up in her poem, Spring Tide, in words 
worth remembering: “It is no small thing to live in a holy place.” ��� �  
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� melia Earhart once said, “You haven't seen a tree until you've seen its 
shadow from the sky.” Well we’ve now seen the forest. This summer, the 

nonprofit organization LightHawk donated a flight for two DCC Board mem-
bers and its Executive Director over the eastern reaches of Downeast Coastal 
Conservancy’s service region to see firsthand the interconnectedness of our 
land and water resources with our communities. The flight took us over        
Machias Bay, Gardiners Lake, the Orange River watershed, Cobscook Bay, 
Meddybemps Heath, and the Dennys, East Machias and Machias watersheds.  
 
LightHawk's mission is to champion environmental protection through the unique perspective of flight. Visit 
www.lighthawk.org to learn more about their important work. Special thanks to Rudy Engholm for piloting 
this remarkable outing. It has inspired new ways of thinking about our work and our landscape. ��� �  



  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Become a Member or Renew Your Membership Today! 
Your support will help protect the special character of Downeast Maine for future generations. 

 
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________________  State _______  Zip ________________ 
 
Phone  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Email _________________________________________________________ 
 
Seasonal Address ________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________________  State _______  Zip _________________ 
 
Phone _____________________________________________________ 
 
Dates at seasonal address: From:      To:     
 
My check, payable to Downeast Coastal Conservancy,  is enclosed. 
Please return this form and your check to: Downeast Coastal Conservancy, P.O. Box 760, Machias, ME 04654 

Annual Membership Levels 
       

 $35—$99 Contributor   (      ) 
  

$100—$499 Sponsor   (      )           
  

$500—$999 Benefactor   (      )   
  

Landmark Society 
 
$1,000—$4,999    (      )           
  

Leadership Circle         
  
$5,000 and above    (      )   
  

Other (amount) ______________  

The Mission of Downeast Coastal Conservancy is to c onserve the natural habitats and resources of the w atersheds 
 and communities of coastal Washington County, Main e, for present and future generations.   

info@downeastcoastalconservnacy.org ·  www.downeast coastalconservnacy.org 
Telephone: (207) 255-4500 
Printed on Recycled Paper  
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